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As temperatures climb, we're tempted to swing open our gates and let 
our pets enjoy the great outdoors. However, nicer weather usually means 
more hazards like severe discomfort, sun-related injury, and pest-borne 
diseases. Owners have a huge responsibility to keep pets safe during these 
warm months. Here are some tips for protecting your pets in the summer: 

•l• High temperatures can lead to heat exhaustion and life­
threatening heat stroke. Make sure to provide cool, clean water, but 
also pour it out at the end of the day, as ponding water is a breeding 
ground for bugs, including mosquitoes. Walk pets early in the morning 
or late evening when it's cooler. Hot asphalt can burn paws! 

•l• Never leave pets in cars, even if windows are partially rolled down.
Temperatures in a car can rapidly reach over 100 degrees in a 
matter of minutes. Leave Rover at home! 

•lo Keep pets' coats clipped in the summer.
Less fur helps keep them cool. 

•lo Follow pet recommendations for any fertilizer, plant food,
and/or insecticide applied to areas accessible to pets. 

•l• Protect your pets from Heartworm disease, which can be fatal in
dogs and cats. Heartworms are parasites carried by mosquitoes 
that are prolific during summer. Be sure to ask your veterinarian for 
options on prevention. 

•l• Ticks are another common parasite active in warm weather.
Ticks can carry very dangerous diseases like Lyme Disease, Rocky 
Mountain Spotted Fever, and Ehrlichiosis. When checking for ticks, 
use gloves and be sure to follow proper guidance for removal. 

Mosquito Squad protects against mosquitoes, ticks, and other pests 
that pose a danger to your loved ones and animals. Contact your 

local Mosquito Squad today! 
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Not every dog is a swimmer! While many of our four-legged friends were 
born for the water, some will sink straight to the bottom! If you have a swim­
ming pool, you must be especially careful when watching your pets. Losing 
a pet to drowning is tragic, but it is also preventable. Luckily, here are some 
simple suggestions to keep Rover afloat. 

Not all pets are natural swimmers, so never assume they can swim. 
Invest in a pet life jacket. 

Keep an eye on your pet when they are in or near the water. 

Teach your pet where to safely enter and exit the pool. Pet 
friendly ladders can also be added to your pool. 

Install a safety fence around your pool. 

Add a pool alarm system. Consider purchasing a pool alarm 
system to make your swimming area safer. See the different types 
of pool alarm products and other pool safety equipment here. 

If a water injury occurs, take your pet to the vet immediately. 

Store pool chemicals in a safe area away from pet access. 

Keep your pool properly maintained. Bacteria in your pool water 
can make your pet sick. 

For more tips on pool safety, contact the experts at 
America's Swimming Pool Company! 
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We love our furry friends, but sometimes we don't love ALL that fur and 
hair. If you're a pet owner, you can be certain that hair and dander are ending 
up in your HVAC filter, affecting your climate control system. Pet Owners: In 
order to maintain your HVAC system and control energy use in your home, 
keep the following in mind: 

•¥• 

Replace filters diligently. If you have one or more shedding pets in 
the home, you should check your HVAC filter before it's due for 
replacement. It's not uncommon for it to be matted and clogged with 
hair, skin cells, and other particles your pet produces. A qualified 
HVAC professional can advise you on the best filter for your system 
and situation. 

Clean your home regularly. One of the keys to avoiding those filter 
clogs is preventing most hair and dander from reaching the filter. 

Brush your pet often. Brushes designed specifically for pet hair 
removal make this job much easier, or you can just take your pet to 
the groomer every few weeks. 

Get your ducts cleaned. Have your HVAC technician inspect your 
ductwork to determine if duct cleaning is warranted. Removing 
accumulated pet dander is an important part of deodorizing your 
home and keeping your indoor air fresh. 

Adjust your thermostat when only pets are home. Your pets can 
remain safe and comfortable in a wide temperature range. You could 

•:it• save energy and money by setting your temperature as low as 65 
degrees in the winter and as high as 80 degrees in the summer 
when only pets are home. 

Fence off your outdoor AC unit. If you leave your pets unattended 
•:it• in the yard, you can help keep them and your air conditioner safe by 

creating a breathable barrier around your outdoor unit. 

Making these tips a part of your routine will help you save energy, extend the 
life of your HVAC system, and keep your pets safe and sound. If you're 

considering duct cleaning, upgrading your HVAC filter, or switching to a smart 
thermostat to help you save energy while you're not home, get in touch 

with your local One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning . 
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